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over two thousand. Moreover the scope of the additions has been
immensely wider than that of the original collection, most of the
chief classes being well represented among them. Also it has been
a constant principle to keep the standard of Egerton MSS. high.
Since 1836 the MSS. and charters bought from the two. Funds
and given Egerton numbers have been catalogued in the same volumes
as and indexed together with the Additional MSS. acquired in the
same years. For the Centenary Exhibition a Guide was published:
A Guide to some part of the Egerton Collection of Manuscripts in the British
Museum.    1929.
ii. THE ARUNDEL MANUSCRIPTS
Thomas Howard, 2nd Earl of Arundel (1586-1646), a great-
grandson of the Earl of Arundel who founded the collection which
passed through Lord Lumley's hands into the Old Royal Library,
was a contemporary and friend of the great group of English anti-
quaries headed by Camden, Cptton, Spelman and Selden, and like
Cotton fell under James I's and Charles I's displeasure. In common
with them he studied and collected English historical and literary
MSS. His collection abounds in early copies of the chief medieval
British Chroniclers,, Geoffrey of Monmouth, Higden, Hovenden,
William of Malmesbury, Trivet and others, among which may be
considered an important Froissart, and in monastic cartularies, notably
those of St. Albans, Bury St. Edmunds, and registers, among them
those of Glastonbuiy and of Christ Church, Canterbury; also the
Rules and Constitutions of the Nuns of Sion; while the Divorce of
Henry VIII is represented by a collection of correspondence and
other contemporary papers. Middle English literature is also present
in the shape of many important MSS. of Lydgate, Wycliffe, and
others. Notable are No. 57, the autograph (and only surviving)
copy of the Ayenbite of Inwit, by Michael of Northgate, who doubt-
less gave it, as he gave other books, to St. Augustine's, Canterbury,
whence it came at the Dissolution; and No. 140, a volume containing
Tpotys, Guy of Warwick and The Seven Wise Masters. Old English
is represented by some MSS., of which the most important is No. 155,
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